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Coverage Coding Payment

NEHBEL o [Leee] CPT Codes Physician Fee Schedule

Coverage Decisions HCPCS Codes Clinical Lab Fee

Medicare & Private
Payers ICD-9-CM Codes Schedule

We want you to know®
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ﬂé Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

CIGNA
A Business of Caring.
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Year
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
CPT CPT CPT 96904
0044T 0045T created to replace
created created 0044T, 0045T
— _ — _
~ ~
Cateqgory lll CPT Codes Category | CPT Code
» Temporary codes for emerging * Permanent code to describe
technology, services, and procedures. procedure or service consistent with
* Allow data collection for these contemporary medical practice

services or procedures.
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Proposed Closed for Final Rule
Rule Comments
CYQ09 APC
(effective Jan 1)
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Proposed Closed for  Final Rule
Rule Comments
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A Overall Cohort B Upper-Lobe Emphysema, Low Exercise Capacity
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Table 2. Mean Direct Medical Costs and Total Health Care—Related Costs According to Time after Randomization.*
Variable Surgery Group Medical-Therapy Group P Value

No. of Mean Cost MNo. of Mean Cost

Patients (93% Cl} Patients (959% Cl)

L1 S

0-12 Mo after randomization 531 535
Direct medical costs 61,145 (56,069-66,220) 15,738 (14,006-17,470) <0.001
Total costs 71,515 (65,921-77,109) 23,371 (21,056-25,686) <0.001
13-24 Mo after randomization 407 424
Direct medical costs 0,474 (8,260-10,688) 15,648 (12,934-18,362) <0.001
Total costs 13,222 (11,479-14,964) 21,319 (13,004-24,635) <0.001
25-36 Mo after randomization 277 278
Direct medical costs 10,199 (8,161-12,236) 12,303 (9,977-14,629) 0.13
Total costs 14,215 (11,529-16,901) 17,370 (14,785-20,954) 0.08

* Costs are reported in 2002 dollars. Direct medical costs include Medicare reimbursements and pharmacy costs. Total
costs include direct medical costs plus the value of the time spent by caregivers, the value of the time spent by the pa-
tient, and travel costs. After year 1, costs were discounted by 3 percent per year. P values werederived bytwo-sided t-tests
for equality of means. Cl denotes confidence interval.
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Table 3. Total Health Care—Related Costs, Quality-Adjusted Life-Years Gained, and Estimated Cost-Effectiveness Ratios at Three Years.*
Incremental
Cost-
Effectiveness
Ratio for
Surgery
Variable Surgery Group Medical-Therapy Group P Value (%)
Mo. of No. of
Patients Mean (95% ClI) Patients Mean (95% Cl)

All patients 531 535 190,000
Total costs ($) 98,952 (91,694-106,210) 62,560 (56,572-68,547) <0.001
Quality-adjusted life-years gained 1.46 (1.46-1.47) 1.27 (1.27-1.28) <0.001

Patients with predeminantly upper-lobe 137 148 98,000

emphysema and low exercise capacity
Total costs ($) 110,815 (93,404-128,276) 61,804 {50,243-73,359) <0.001
Quality-adjusted life-years gained 1.54 (1.53-1.55) 1.04 (1.03-1.05) <0.001
Patients with predominantly upper-lobe 204 212 240,000
emphysema and high exercise capacity
Total costs (§) 34,331 (73,699-94,962) 55,858 (47,161-64,555) <0.001
Quality-adjusted life-years gained 1.54 (1.54-1.55) 1.42 (1.42-1.43) <0.001
Patients with non—upper-lcbe emphysema 82 65 330,000
and low exercise capacity
Total costs ($) 111,986 (93,944-130,027) 65,655 (52,075-79,236) <0.001
Quality-adjusted life-years gained 1.25 (1.23-1.26) 1.10 (1.09-1.12) <0.001

* Upper-lobe predominance of emphysema was defined according to the results on computed tomography. Exercise capacity was defined as
the maximal workload on bicycdle ergometry. Low exercise capacity was defined as aworkload of 25 W or less for women and 40 W or less for
men; aworkload above these thresholds was considered to represent high exercise capacity. P values were derived by two-sided ttests for
equality of means. The results forthe overall cohort exclude 140 patients previously found to be at high risk for death, 3 patients whowere not
enrolled in Medicare, § patients who were enrolled in Medicare+Choice plans, and 1 patient whose claims records were missing. Total costs
include direct medical costs (Medicare reimbursements and pharmacy costs) plus the value of the time spent by caregivers, the value of the
time spent by the patient, and travel costs. After year 1, costs were discounted by 3 percent per year. The incremental cost-effectiveness ratio
is the cost per additional quality-adjusted life-year gained with lung-volume-reduction surgery. The subgroup of patients with non—upper-lobe
emphysema and high exercise capacity is not included, because in this subgroup, surgery was associated with higher total costs and fewer
quality-adjusted life-years gained than was medical therapy. Cl denotes confidence interval.
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pass-through status
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HOPPS Final rule with
new changes to HOPD
payment released
in November

Applying for a
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Patient Access to Kyphoplasty
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