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Note:  Perspectives represent the author’s opinion and are not official policy
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Year

2002                  2003                  2004                2005                  2006                  2007              2008

CPT 
0044T 

created

CPT 
0045T 

created

CPT 96904 
created to replace 

0044T, 0045T

Category III CPT Codes
• Temporary codes for emerging 
technology, services, and procedures. 
• Allow data collection for these 
services or procedures. 

Category I CPT Code
• Permanent code to describe 
procedure or service consistent with 
contemporary medical practice 
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN AUGJUL SEP OCT NOV DEC

April Jun Aug
Proposed

Rule
Closed for 
Comments

Final Rule

Proposed
Rule

Closed for 
Comments

Final Rule
Aug Oct Nov

CY09 APC
(effective Jan 1)

FY09 DRG
(effective Oct 1)
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National Emphysema Treatment Trial Research Group. N Engl J Med 2003;348:2092-2102
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Phase I Pilot Studies
Algorithm Development
3rd Generation Scanner Development
3rd Generation Scanner Phase I Studies
Pre-IDE Meeting / IDE Filing
Phase II/III Clinical Trials
PMA Submission to Approval
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Q1 Q2Q1Q4Q3Q2
FDA

Approval

2010

Applying for a 
transitional pass-

through drug 
C-code in the HOPD 

setting 

Drug pass-through
application due

March 1

Earliest date for 
pass-through status 

enactment July 1

HCPCS pass-through
evaluation meetings

mid-May

HOPPS Proposed
rule released in July
with public comment

period

HOPPS Final rule with 
new changes to HOPD 

payment released 
in November

Applying for J-code 
for drug billing in 

the physician office
setting

Drug HCPCS code
evaluation meetings

mid-May

Application for new
drug HCPCS code

January 3 FDA approval
letter supporting

HCPCS application
due March 31

MPFS Proposed
rule released

in July with public 
comment period

MPFS Final rule with
changes to physician

office payment released 
in November

New drug 
HCPCS available

for billing 
January 1
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DiMasi et al. 2001
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Patient Access to Kyphoplasty

19.9%
24.9%

29.9%
34.8% 35.4%

39.8%
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91.3%
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2004: Positive 
LCDs issued

2006: Cat I CPT 
code created
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